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o How did Roman o Diocletian
Empire start? o Constantine the Great
o Who created this o Factors of the fall
empire? o Who takes the power
o Augustus Caesar
o Tiberius
o Nero
o Vespasian
o Trajan
o Hadrian
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Classical demography

The Roman Empire began with the transition from the
Roman Republic, the key moment is the assassination of
Julius Caesar in 44 BCE. Following Caesar's death, a
power struggle ensued among his successors, leading to |
the formation of the Second Triumvirate, consisting of '
Mark Antony, Lepidus, and Octavian (later known as
Augustus) .
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The Battle of Actium in 31 BCE was a turning intf{"'
where Octavian defeated MarkiAntony and Cle0 sEXig:»
consolidating his power and becoming the undis sJij¢le :
ruler of Rome .
In 27 BCE, Octavian was granted the title Augustus by
the Roman Senate, marking the official beginning of the
Roman Empire.
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The Roman Empire was established by
Augustus, after Julius Caesar's assassination in
44 BCE, he emerged as a key figure in the
power struggles.

In 27 BCE, Augustus was granted the title of
emperor by the Roman Senate, marking the
official transition from the Roman Republic to the
Roman Empire.




Augustus Caesar
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Augustus, the Roman emperor,
significantly transformed the Roman Empire

through a series of political, military, cultural,
and ecanomic reforms.

Politically, he established the principate.
This system allowed him to control the
military and the provinces, ensuring stability
and preventing the return of civilwar .
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Augustus Caesar
Militarily, Augustus expanded the empire's borders and secured its frontiers. He

reorganized the Roman army, reducing the number of legions and creating a
permanent bodyguard, the Praetorian Guard, to maintain order.

Economically, Augustus's reign brought about the Pax
Romana, a period of peace that facilitated trade and
economic growth across the empire. He reformed th&1¢
system, established a stable currency, and impro .,‘:;
infrastructure, including roads and aqueducts, whic
enhanced trade and communication .




Overall, Augustus's contributions laid the

foundation for the Roman Empire's long-term
stability and prosperity, influencing its
political structure, military organization,
cultural life, and economic development .




Tiberius, thefseconleoman emperor,
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. As the adopted son of Augustus, Tiberius
sought to preserve the imperial institutions
and boundaries established by his
predecessor.




strong principate

Caution
onservatism

Tiberius

e caution and conservatism,

e avoiding unnecessary military
conquests and focusing on
consolidating the empire's existing
territories.

 Tiberius left the empire prosperous
and stable, with a strong principate
that could withstand the excesses of
his successors.



Tiberius
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Nero, theRoman emperor, is a “ 0 : LI
figure of fhistericalycomplexity, known for : : .
both his contributions) and controversies: e 9 9@.'1.

His reign from 54 to 68 CE is often
remembered for his personal excesses

and the infamoussGreaiskiresoisRome) in
64 CE. Despite his reputation for vice
and luxury, Nero's rule did see some
positive contributions to Roman society
and culture.
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Nero
Initially, Nero's administration, influenced

by his advisors Seneca and Burrus, was
marked by acts of clemency and
generosity.
» reduced taxes,
» banned capital punishment,
» allowed slaves to bring civil
complaints against unjust masters.

Nero also promoted cultural activities
e inaugurating competitions in poetry,




Nero

However, his later years were marked by increasing autocracy and

brutality, including the murders of his mother, Agrippina, and his wife,
Octavia.
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The Great Fire of Rome, which devastated large parts of the city, Nero
is a pivotal event in Nero's reign. Although he was not in Rome when the

fire started,

he was accused of starting it to rebuild the city according to his aesthetic
vision.

Nero's persecution of Christians following the fire marked

the beginning of a policy that would persist in varying degrees
throughout the Roman Empire. This act contributed to his negative
portrayal in early Christian tradition.

Despite these controversies,
Nero's reign did not significantly impact the prosperity of the Roman
provinces, which remained well-governed during his rule.



Nero

Nero’s death implied the end of Julio-Gaudian dynasty, and
cause the struggle of power called the year of the four
emperors. Eventually lend to the rise of Vespasian and the

Flavian dynasty.




Vespasian, who reigned as Roman emperor from 69 to 79 CE, played a crucial

role in stabilizing the Roman Empire after a period of civil wars following Nero's
death.

He was the founder of the Flavian dynasty, which brought political stability and
significant reforms to the empire.

-Vespasian's fiscal policies and consolidation efforts were instrumental in
restoring order and strengthening the empire's finances.

These reforms funded an extensive building program, which included
the construction of iconic structures such as the Colosseum and the
Temple of Peace, as well as the restoration of the Capitol.
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B Vespasian

Vespasian's reign marked the end of a turbulent period and the <<

beginning of a more stable and prosperous era. His practical and ess:e:
modest leadership was a refreshing change from the
extravagance of Nero.

Vespasian is remembered as a pragmatic and effective ruler who restored
order to the Roman Empire after years of chaos. His fiscal reforms, military
discipline, and public works projects, such as the Colosseum, solidified his
reputation as a competent and resourceful emperor. His reign set the
foundation for the successes of the Flavian dynasty and demonstrated how
strong leadership could guide Rome through challenging times.



Trajan

Emperor Trajan, who ruled from 98 to 117 CE, made
significant contributions to Rome in various areas,
including military expansion, architecture, and social
welfare. Trajan is renowned for expanding the
Roman Empire's boundaries, notably through his
successful campaigns in Dacia (modern Romania),
where he annexed the region after defeating King
Decebalus. This conquest provided Rome with
valuable resources such as gold and salt mines and
established a strategic defensive zone.




aqueducts, and harbors.
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Trajan's social welfare initiatives included the alimenta, a
program that provided financial support for poor children in ER¢
Italy. This scheme was funded through low-interest loans to
farmers, with the interest used to support the welfare
program - Trajan's reign is often remembered for its blend
of military prowess, architectural innovation, and social
welfare, earning him the title "Optimus" or "Best" by the
Senate and the people.
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Emperor Hadrian, who ruled from 117 to 138 CE, made significant contributions to the Roman Empire
in various domains, including architecture, military strategy, and cultural integration.

Architecture

Hadrian is renowned for his
ambitious building projects.
-In Rome, Pantheon.

;?I:_Iis Villa Adriana in Tivoli




o drian
Emperor Hadrian, who ruled from 117 to 138 CE, made significant contributions to the Roman Empire
in various domains, including architecture, military strategy, and cultural integration.

Military
Hadrian is best known for
constructing Hadrian's Wall in
Britain, a defensive fortification that

marked the northern boundary of
the Roman Empire.

This wall was designed to control movement across the frontier and protect
against invasions from the north. It stretched 73 miles across northern Britain
and included forts, towers, and a ditch.



taolrian

Culturally, Hadrian was a
philhellene, deeply influenced by
Greek culture. He spent
considerable time in Athens,
where he sponsored public works
and promoted Greek culture within
the Roman Empire. He
established the Panhellenion, a
federation of Greek cities, and
completed the Temple of
Olympian Zeus in Athens.

e e
s s fi e

)




The Roman Empire in 117 AD
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taolrian

Hadrian's reign was marked by a
shift from expansion to
consolidation, focusing on
strengthening and securing the
empire's existing borders rather
than pursuing new conquests.
His policies and projects
reflected a blend of Roman and
Greek influences, leaving a
lasting legacy on the cultural
and architectural landscape of
the empire.
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Diocletian was a significant emperor of the
Roman Empire, reigning from 284 to 305
AD. Under his leadership, the Roman
Empire underwent major administrative and
military reforms that had a profound impact
on the empire's long-term survival.

Diocletian introduced a new system of gover:_-'nment known as
the "Tetrarchy." This system divided the empire into eastern
and western halves, each governed by a 'éen_ior_emp'é‘;i‘ib'r
(Augustus) and a junior emperor (Caesar). The arrangement
aimed to ensure effective governance and prevent future

succession crises.
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Economic Reforms

<~ Diocletian implemented a series of
economic measures to address
inflation and currency devaluation.
He reformed the tax system,
increased tax rates, and attempted

S S

. . to control price increases through

':.;‘ -;E;'/..r price fixing.
Significance

Diocletian's reign marked a crucial step in the transition of the
Roman Empire from a traditional republican system to a more
centralized autocracy. His reforms not only addressed many

pressing issues of the time but also provided a solid
foundation for the later Emperor Constantine the Great.
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Constantine the Great

Political:

* Issued the Edict of Milan in 313 CE, formally recognizing the legality of
Christianity and granting it equal status with other religions, which ended
persecution of Christians and had a major impact on the religious and social §
order.

» Relocated the capital from Rome to Byzantium (renamed Constantinople),
which became the center of the Eastern Roman Empire and endured for over
a thousand years, serving as a political and cultural hub (center).

Successfully unified the divided empire through military campaigns, defeating rivals and consolidating
authority.

 Refined the tetrarchic system introduced by Diocletian, strengthening central government control.

* Enacted a series of laws covering various aspects of society like family law, slavery, and religious
matters.



» Undertook numerous infrastructure
projects such as the construction of
roads, bridges, and fortifications,

enhancing the empire's transportation
and defense capabilities.
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The Praetorian Guard—the emperor’s personal bodyguards—assassinated and

installed new sovereigns at will, and once even auctioned the spot off to the highest

bidder.
The political rot also extended to
the Roman Senate, which failed to
temper the excesses of the
emperors due to its own
widespread corruption and
incompetence. As the situation
worsened, civic pride waned and
many Roman citizens lost trust in
their leadership.













